Our Lady of Guadalupe – Case Study Number One 
Quote attributed to Octavio Paz: "the Mexican people, after more than two centuries of experiments, have faith only in the Virgin of Guadalupe and the National Lottery [citation omitted]" (Our Lady of Guadalupe).
“Our Lady of Guadalupe still underpins the faith of Catholics in Mexico and the rest of Latin America, and she has been recognised as patron saint of Mexico City since 1737 with her patronage extended piece by piece until it included all of America by 1946.  Much of the recent increase in Marianism in the Catholic Church, including the call to recognise Mary as co-redemptrix, stems from the cult of Guadalupe” (Our Lady of Guadalupe).
1519 – Cortez comes to Mexico (Our Lady).  
1521 – Cortez conquers Tenochitlan, Aztec capital (Palfrey).
1523 – Missionaries from the Catholic church come to Mexico[1] (Palfrey).
1525 – Baptism of Juan Diego (The Virgin)  - his Christianized name[2] (Palfrey).
1531 – Juan Diego has a vision on Tepeyac of a “dark-skinned” Virgin Mary on the spot where previously the Aztec religion had built a temple to honor “earth goddess, mother of gods and protectress of humanity” (Palfrey).  The name of the goddess was/is Tonatzin[3] (Palfrey).   The Virgin Mary requested a building raised on that sight (one was later built).  The Bishop doesn’t believe Juan.  Juan has another vision, follows the Virgin Mary’s direction to bring winter roses to the Bishop as a sign; the roses imprint the image of the Virgin Mary on Juan’s cloak (Palfrey) - the image is still visible today (Cancun Steve; Palfrey; The Virgin).  “This incident was perhaps the most important single event to hasten the conversion of the Mexican indigenous peoples to Catholicism” (The Virgin). 
1745 – Juan Diego’s vision receives official recognition from Catholic church (Palfrey).
1990 – Juan Diego beatified (Palfrey).
2002 – The Catholic church recognizes Juan Diego as a Saint (Cancun Steve; Our Lady of Guadalupe Chronology)

December 12 – the day when the “La Virgen Morena” or “the Dark Virgin” (also known as “La Reina de Mexico” or “The Queen of Mexico”) is honored in Mexico (Palfrey; The Virgin).
ENDNOTES

[1] According to another source, priests from the Catholic church came to Mexico City in 1524 (Our Lady of Guadalupe Chronology).

[2] His original name: Quauhtlatoatzin (Our Lady of Guadalupe Chronology) or Cuauhtlatoatzin (Saint Juan).  
[3] An alternative rendering: Tonantzin (The Virgin).
REFERENCES
Cancun Steve

http://www.cancunsteve.com/guadalupe.htm (accessed Feb 17, 2006).

Our Lady of Guadalupe. Wikipedia.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  Chronology of events related to the miracle.
http://www.sancta.org/table.html (accessed Feb 17, 2006).
Palfrey, Dale Hoyt. Guadalupe—La Virgen Indigena. ‘La Reina de Mexico.’ Mexico Connect.

http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/guadalupe.html (accessed Feb 17, 2006).

Saint Juan Diego – a model of humility.
http://www.sancta.org/juandiego.html (accessed Feb 17, 2006).
The Virgin of Guadalupe. 

http://zedilloworld.presidencia.gob.mx/pages/culture/note_12dec.html (accessed Feb 17, 2006).

Ramadan – Case Study Two
Fasting is explicitly required by the Q’uran.  Ramadan is the month for fasting. One must fast during sunlight from sexual intercourse, drinking and eating.  Throughout Ramadan one is to strive to live in greater accordance with Muslim principles.  Some – the young, women who are menstruating, those who are ill, for example – are exempt from fasting (Ramadan).

The use of the fanous (the Ramadan lantern) is “a cultural tradition that probably goes back to the Fatimid reign” (Origins).   The Fatimid reign began in 909 CE (Datoo) and ended during the 12th century CE (Datoo; Mosque of Amr). There are at least four stories that explain the origin of the use of the fanous.  According to one story, children used lanterns as lights for the Caliph when he went out the night before the beginning of the month of Ramadan.  According to another story, a Caliph ordered the use of lanterns after sunset during Ramadan. A third story claims that during one period of time women could only leave their homes during the month of Ramadan.  A woman could only leave if a boy went in front of her a lantern, to notify others of her arrival, so that men would not see her.  Subsequently women were allowed greater freedom of movement, but the practice of using fanous was continued.  The fanous is more common in Egypt than in other Islamic nations (Origins). 
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